Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/08/20 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000100260046-4

R Aok T L i
Ve @ oeanled.

- e eam, e

# SN £ 1
3 . . R
i . .

he

J— e S S O

- Copyright 1982, The News-Jowrmal Co.
 ByJOETRENTO . =
o, Staff reporter .

..-ALEXANDRIA, Va. — A wel):
‘connected Iranian immigrant

smuggled more than $50 million
worth of heroin into the United

"
o
N

,

States, telling friends the CIA .

. would use the money to finance the
overthrow of the Khomeini regime.

. Instead of helping pull off a coup !

in his homeland, the immigrant,

. Shahrohk Bakhtiar, 39, found him- |

self behind bars in the United
States, a victim of a Drug Enforce-
ment Administration trap. - .

Bakhtiar and two of his Iranian
friends were convicted of heroin

tggff&c)gin:zth gggéxt‘i_ar wgsgabag—f_
. ne 2i11Zene ency
Dited him, e 2BV like his father, the shah and formes

‘that recruited him.

The Sunday News Journal has"

pieced togethar the details of the
operation from federal wiretap

logs and interviews with intelli- .-

gence officials and principals in the
ycase. They show: - . -
s '® La early 1979, present and for-
“mer CIA men approaciied Bakhtiar
‘and asked hirn torefrain from filing

the fallen shah for the assassination
of Bakhtiar's father.
© Inexchange, Bakhtiar-was told

suit against top CIA officials and ! mated by State Department

that if he assisted the CIA in helping -

‘his cousin (former prime minister
:Shahpour Bakhtiar) overthrow
-Khomeini, the CIA would see that
he got his share of his father’s half-
-billion dollar estate. '

. @ ClA officials told Bakhtiar that
under Carter administration orders
they couldn’t finance the coup, but
if Bakhtiar was willing to travel to,
Iran to tap into the heroin rescurdes
of his family, the agency could pro-
vide bim with a “safe” buyer to
raise the money. v

Bakhtiar’s friends warned him
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.- ysilence him but he ignored their

admenitiops. A
- Bakhtiar’s father, Teymour, had -
been the second most powerful man
in Iran until 1973. His friendship
With such CIA luminaries as

ceme to haunt his son. L
The elder Bakhtiar headed the

vice, -7 S
. Teymour Bakhtiar, on a visit to
Iraq in 1973, was slain by two
‘assassins sent in by the shah,

* . aceording to CIA sources and Kho-

meini sympathizer Meholi Samari. '

As a young man, Shahrohk Bakh-:
‘tiar grew up in SWifzerland and.
attenaed -the same schools as men

_CIA Director Helms. Helras was a
longtime family friend and former:
ambassador to fran, - \ .
In early 1979 when the shah was
tarown out, Bakhtiar decided to sge |
the U.S. government and the shah
for the death of his father in the
hopes of recovering a share of his
father’s estate. That estate is esti.’

sources to approach $600 million.

A visit to famed Attorrey Louis -
Nizer in early 1979 convinced
Bakhtiar he had little legal hope of
breaking loose any of the hundreds
of millions his father left in Swiss |
accounts.

Donald E. Deneselya, a former

" CIA officer and friend of Bakhtiar,

said: “Mike Bakhtiar was set up. He
-was in a position to reveal all kinds
of things about CIA activities in
Iran during the regime of the shah,
and had threatened to do so in a
lawseit. The CIA sent old family
friends around to ask him to help
out. They wanted him to forget the
suit, in exchange they would help
get his share of his father’s estate.”

-According to Deneselya, Bakhtiar
became convinced in his dealings
with SAVAK agents in the United
States that the shah had betrayed
his father on the advice of top CIA.
officials whom he had believed
were loval familv frisnde
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| SAVAK; the royal government’s - .|
secret police and intelligence ser- -
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DENEN

STAT

"Accoramg ~ _
inadvertentsy upped off Helms and
the CIA that he was thinking about
legal action when he approached
Helms’ lawyer, Edward Bennett
Williams, about taking on the
wrongful- death -case. Williams

ENESELYA said

£5 deal with the CIA. -
Bakhtiar was meeting CIA contacts
on the dal to import heroin to help

overthrow the revolutionary

regime and install his cousin, Shah-
pour, in power. . ‘
- The CiA contact who was to find
Bakhtiar a “safe buyer” for the her-
oin was another Iranian. What
Bakhtiar did not know was that his
contact was a Drug Enforcement
Agency plant, and more important,
an informant. of the Khomeini
secret police, called SAVAMA.
* The informant used the assumed

"

name of Michael D. Burke. :

ZBurke’s existence and his intelli- -

gence ties to Iran were closely

| guarded DEA secrets that were
Kept from the federal court judge -
and public in the April 1980 drug -

trial of Bakhtiar.
“Today, Bakhtiar sits in Peters-

burg (Va.) Federal Correctional

Institution serving a 15-year sen-
tence for heroin trafficking. Co-
deferdant Mohammed Roshan is-
finishing the last four months of his
sentence for aiding and abetting in
the heroin purchase. Heis in federal
zrison at Danbury, Conn.

+ Another conspirator, Reza Mian-
€gaz, got tha shortest of the three
sentences and is now free. But both
Roshaa and Mianegaz face deporta-
tion proceeding

Bakhtiar, who has steadfastly
remained silent about the case,
faces four more years in prison

efore he can be considered for
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1d not be hed £ =
Richard M. Helms and others would | cgu. nothereac or comment,

" %A Bakhtiar then became

4 more secretive about
¥ his_activities and .
- ignored warnings not

By the late summer of 1979,



